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External links Category:WindowsReaching for the sun A kind of teddy bear whose life was cut short in a famous battle with the
beast of the ocean NATURE photographer Nick Grad worked with the Brazilian government to compile an underwater survey of

the continent's oceans. The goal? To map the entire ocean floor in a bid to better understand the distribution of marine life and
learn about ways to conserve resources. Around the world, tensions are rising over what is known about the ocean. In particular,
some scientists believe the sun is reaching a new maximum in the sun's long-term rise (called the Maunder Minimum, after the

17th-century astronomer who first noticed it). It's set to be the "warmest minimum in centuries" and the current record-holder, the
Dalton Minimum of the Dalton Minimum in the 19th century, was 400 years ago. So, in a related development, a boat loaded with
scientists and cameras was set off from Brazil, bound for the UK. Grad reports his findings, and the significance of the very quiet
Dalton Minimum, here: When they'd been at sea for 10 days, the crew suddenly stumbled upon a still and calm harbour over 100
kilometres off the coast. The sea floor, or the continental shelf, continued to rise inland for another 2,000 kilometres, and beyond
that was an abyssal plain of 700 kilometres. The photos show crystal-clear waters speckled with corals and schools of fish, where

monster shoals of plankton create miniature sunsets. This is an ocean, they hope, for future generations to enjoy. It looks
unpeopled, but doesn't it? They could be there for a day, a week, a month. The scientists in charge of the global marine survey

reported that no-one else had been on the open sea since they left port. But what's the point of mapping such an area and what can
we learn from it? That's been a subject of disagreement. Mike Hall, from the University of Southampton, points out that by the

time the survey begins, the water will have been heated by the Earth's surface for around 50,000 years. But the long-term trend is
clear enough. Without the oceans, the Earth's temperature is much, much higher, and the levels of rainfall and crops are far lower.
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